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Warfare and the Fiscal State During the Tang-Song Transition
Liv Guanglin, Guan Qiyun
Abstract. This paper aims to reassess the Song state’s mercantilist policies from a political economy
perspective. In the light of a Schumpeterian framework, the authors address significant progress that the
central government of the Song dynasty (960 — 1279 ) achieved in effectively taxing the market economy
during the Tang-Song transition. As the indirect taxes consisted two-thirds of its total taxes, it was the first
state power in Chinese history to rely on the collection of taxes from non-agricultural sectors.
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